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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

Determinations Made Regarding Status of West Valley Assistant Coaches  
 
FAIRBANKS—Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Superintendent Dr. Karen Gaborik has received 
information regarding the inquiry into the West Valley High School football incident that occurred on July 
26, 2019 at the University of Alaska Fairbanks Patty Center Swimming Pool to determine whether the 
coaching staff will return this season. 
  
Dr. Gaborik has determined that one of the West Valley assistant coaches--who was not in attendance at 
the July 26 event-- remains eligible to serve as a Volunteer Athletic Coach in the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough School District. 
  
The other seven (7) assistant coaches of the West Valley football team are not eligible to serve as a 
Volunteer Athletic Coach Fairbanks North Star Borough School District for a period of two years. 
  
At the conclusion of the two (2) year period, they may request a review of their volunteer status and a 
determination will be made by the Executive Director of Human Resources whether or not they can serve 
in that capacity. 
  
Mr. Norm Davis has been hired to serve as the interim head coach for this season. In the spring West 
Valley will go through a full hiring process to select a head coach for football. There are currently 9 people 
serving as approved volunteers to assist Mr. Davis. 
  
The activities coordinator is working through the process of determining if and when SAS contracts will be 
offered to some of those volunteers. 
  
Dr. Gaborik stated, “The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District is committed to the physical safety 
and emotional well-being of all our staff and students. All district staff and administration care deeply 
about students, about families and about all our student activities. I am very appreciative of Norm Davis 
for his willingness to fill the interim head coach position and the volunteer assistant coaches who have 
been helping with the team. I am hopeful the West Valley High School football team can move forward 
with a very successful season, and I wish them the best in their endeavors.” 
  
At the special meeting held by the Fairbanks Board of Education on Thursday night President Wendy 
Dominique stated, “We appreciate the heartfelt comments from students, parents, and coaches. We 
acknowledge the risk that some of the coaches took and the efforts they made to save lives after the 
event occurred. We have to consider all of the facts, and the board members present unanimously 
support the decisions made by the Superintendent. Our focus is on student safety and we are committed 
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to their safety and well-being. As we continue the review of this matter, we have directed the 
Superintendent to conduct a full review of pre-season activities.” 
  
  
For more information contact: Andrew Cassel, Community & Public Relations Director, (907) 452-2000 
Ext.11438. andrew.cassel@k12northstar.org	
 
 

### 
 


